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Staffing
Stephanie P. Smith Mel Edwards Chrissy Flanigan
Head Director Technical Theatre Director Asst. Theatre Director
Theatre I, Theatre 2-4, Select Theatre Technical Theatre I, Technical Theatre 2-4, Theatre I and Technical Theatre I,
JV Advanced Productions, Varsity Advanced Advanced Technical Theatre and Varsity Technical Assistant in JV and Varsity Adv. Productions. 
Productions. Director of Musical and OAP Theatre. TD on all productions. AD of Musical and OAP, Director of Fall Show

www.RouseTheatre.com



District/UIL/TEA Announcements
- LISD Theatre directors will monitor the health and wellness of their students 

and follow guidelines established by TEA and UIL.

- LISD Theatre will produce shows that, while displaying the level of theatrical 
excellence for which they are noted, may be greatly reduced in length, demand, 
and other areas. Virtual performances are an option to replace live productions.

- LISD Theatre programs will not produce full scale musicals this year.

- On campus rehearsals and performances will be evaluated on a weekly basis. 
Decisions made regarding any type of live rehearsals and performances will 
apply to all high school theatre programs, in consideration of the most current 
state guidelines on social distancing at the time, and in the interest of the health 
and safety of the students and directors. 



Our Response
- Educationally, we mustn’t allow these circumstances to limit student progress 

and growth, and we will strive forward with the goal of helping improve our 
students’ performance and technical theatre skills.

- That said, the theatre staff realizes that much of the student enjoyment that 
comes from our activity is what we can achieve together on stage. In designing 
our plan for this season, we have put this at the forefront of our decision-making 
process, and the theatre staff is extremely excited and committed to pushing 
forward with productions this year in various formats.

- All students will be able to participate in the show season this year whether 
virtual or in person. 



Our Response (cont.)

- The Rouse Theatre Department measures success in gaining meaningful student 
experiences, the pursuit of excellence, the value of hard work, the lessons of 
teamwork, by empowering students to express themselves through performance 
and the life lessons we learn through theatre. 

- LIVE performances are not necessary to our success.

- All of these aspirations are still very much attainable this season, and we also 
look forward to advancing new versions of our productions that will serve our 
students long after graduation and into their adult lives.

- This will still be an amazing year! Our season will look different, but in no way 
does it change our intent to provide incredible life experiences for our students 
through theatre!



Fall Show
- The Rouse Theatre Department will produce a virtual production to be 

presented on our Fall Show dates of October 23rd and 24th.

- Audience will need to buy a ticket via the Rouse Theatre Website.

- A link will be delivered to ticket holders via email one hour prior to the show.

- The show will be removed shortly after viewing is complete. 

- ALL students, whether attending in person class or virtually empowered 
learning, will be allowed to be a part of the virtual production.

***Should a live version of the show be allowed, a limited version of the show may be 
produced on campus, outdoors. 



Fall Show (Cont.)

- We are combining Varsity Showcase, the Haunted Hallway, and Fall Show into one large virtual production.
- Varsity and JV Productions students will select a “Scary” monologue, solo musical piece or a self produced 

short film. 
- Whether virtual on in person, directors will work with students to rehearse their piece or create their 

short film. 
- Videos will be submitted by a TBD deadline. 
- A professional hired videography company will then edit submissions into a full-scale rendering of our 

production similar to what we saw with the Greater Austin High School Musical Theatre Awards (HAYAs) 
last spring.

***If a live version of the show is possible, the virtual show will still be produced! But, IN ADDITION to the virtual 
show, students will also be able to perform their monologues or solos in person in the Rouse HS Amphitheatre. 
We will create a “Haunted Courtyard” experience pre-show. Tickets will be required and audience size will be 
limited. In this case, live show dates will be Oct. 23rd and 24th with the virtual show to be released at a later date. 



Musical
- A full scale, live musical is not possible this year due to the restrictions on 

singing and the need for social distancing and mask wearing. 

- However, we are working now on creating a virtual version of a small scale 
musical or musical review. More information will be released at a later date, but 
you can expect something similar to Fall Show.

 
***Much like Fall Show, if a live performance becomes possible, then students will be 
able to perform a version of the virtual show live to limited audience. 



Other Productions
LOL: We are still planning to have LOL but instead of an improv show, it will be a virtual sketch comedy 
show structured like Saturday Night Live. We are looking into getting a webinar organized for interested 
students that will teach sketch comedy writing from a professional. If a live version is allowed, then we will 
perform some of those sketches live.

CLASS PRODUCTIONS (ie Theatre 2-4 Showcase and Theatre I Showcase: We will be creating monologue 
showcases in class that will then either be performed live for a limited audience during the class period or 
virtually via ZOOM or Google Meet

ONE ACT PLAY: At this time no information has changed from UIL, therefore, District OAP Competition is 
still scheduled to be live and held at Glenn HS on March 10th. The Rouse Theatre Department is reading 
plays and joyfully looking at possible scripts for OAP production. Stay tuned! We will be monitoring the UIL 
office and keep you updated on decisions as we are informed of them. 

SENIOR DIRECTEDS: This year, senior directeds will become another mainstage play directed by Ms. 
Flanigan. We are hoping to provide you with another full scale and in person production at this time. Again, 
this will depend on the state of the world in May. 



Technical Crews
Fall Semester will not have crew with the possible exception of a stage manager. 

- It is very likely that our productions will be virtual, however IF a live version is possible and a 
simplified version of the show is produced live then crew may be pulled at that time from the 
Varsity Tech Class as needed. 

- There will be no crew applications for Fall semester. Spring semester is still TBD.

INSTEAD technicians will be…

- Working on entries into the UIL Theatrical Design Contest
- Honing skills
- Attending masterclasses with leading professionals in the field
- Developing IE’s for entry into the Texas Thespians IE’s contest
- And much more!

***Spring Semester we are hoping to bring back live productions in some format and then will add 
crew back to our productions. 



Texas Thespians State Convention

We will still be competing in IE’s. 
- We believe that IE’s will be recorded and submitted for adjudication. 
- As usual, we will have IE preparation as a part of the JV and Varsity class curriculum.
- We will be sure that students can work on their IE’s in class whether they are virtual or 

in person.



The First Three Weeks - General
***Based on current knowledge***

- Students will follow their daily schedule from home

- Attendance is required and will be tracked like normal school

- Video feed will need to be on so the student can be seen by the teacher 
(appropriate attire will be required)

- Platforms will either be Zoom or Google Meet



The First Three Weeks - Theatre
- Theatre class will start with warm-ups so students need to be sure that they are 

set up to move.

- Theatre class will have the usual skills lessons over Acting Techniques

- Theatre class will also have some introductory team building and camaraderie 
exercises to help the students socialize as we realize they are all needing that 
and it is something that Theatre can provide them.

- There will be time for individual practice of skills taught during class.

- Google Classroom will continue to be our normal means of assignment 
information and turn-in

- Standard Theatre supplies will be required (See next slide)



Supplies
Theatre 1-4 Students: 

- 1” 3 ring binder with notebook paper
- Pencils x4
- Highlighters x2
- Headphones (if in person)

JV and Varsity Theatre Students: 

- Same as Theatre 1-4 and…
- College ruled composition book
- Character shoes
- Headshot (5 hard copies of the same headshot and a digital version)
- Theatrical Makeup kit (See the Rouse Theatre Website to order!) There will be ZERO tolerance for makeup sharing this year! 

YOU MAY NOT EVER SHARE ANY MAKEUP!!!!

Tech 1-4 and Varsity Tech Students:

- Basic art supplies such as colored pencils, markers, glue, paper, etc.
- Headshots for Varsity Tech will be determined as needed.



Cancellations and Calendar Changes
Some changes you can expect:

- No outside of school hours in person rehearsal if performances are only virtual

- Possible but limited and shortened outside of school hours in person rehearsal 
time even if a live performance occurs

- Some short, required virtual rehearsals

- Some productions will be removed from the calendar
- Officer Camp (moved to virtual)
- JV/Varsity Summer Camp (moved to virtual)
- Varsity showcase (Fall Show)
- RenFest Performing Arts Contest
- Texas Thespians live attendance (no trip, moved to virtual))
- Theatre 1-4 Class Performances (moved to virtual)



Student Performer Options
1. Face to Face Instruction = In person performing if it becomes allowed

2. Virtual Instruction = You will still be allowed to perform in all virtual productions. 

***There will be a Google Form sent out for you to let us know which option you will be taking. We 
need to know in advance how many students will be attending our in person classes so that we 
can plan for social distancing to keep you safe! 

You will be able to change your mind at every grading period as long as virtual is being offered.



Student Performer Options - What is the same?
- Regardless of what type of instruction you choose, the class curriculum will be 

the same and will address student needs based on ability. 

- Assignment structure, including video submissions of performances, will be 
very similar if not identical. 

- The lessons that are happening in class in person will be the same lessons done 
virtually.

- The same Google Classroom will be used for in person students and virtual 
students.

- ALL students will be able to participate in virtual productions. 

- ALL students will have the same access to rehearsal with directors as needed on 
their virtual performance pieces.



Student Performer Options - What is different?
- The way in which the lesson is delivered may vary slightly even though the 

content is the same. 

- Students who choose to be in person in class may participate in live productions 
should they happen. We are seeking clarification on if 100% virtual students will 
be able to attend class, rehearsals, etc. and will get that information to you soon!

- In person students will have to adhere to VERY STRICT safety guidelines (see 
next slides)



In Person Instruction
Theatre class WILL NOT be like you are used to.

- All Theatre classes will rehearse outside when feasible and practical. 

- When indoors ALL students must wear masks and be socially distant (10ft) when actively 
rehearsing.

- If we can not maintain that distance, then students will not be allowed to perform and 
lessons will be taught via teacher lecture or video. 

- We can also attempt to reserve the auditorium, but this is not a guarantee as many groups 
will most likely be attempting to use this large space.

- The green room area will have the couches removed and will NOT be allowed as an area to 
congregate. 

- Students will not be allowed to gather in the Theatre areas before school, after school or 
during lunch. You will ONLY be allowed in the area during class time



In Person Instruction (Cont.)
- The Theatre office area will be strictly off limits. Meetings with directors

 must be had in the classroom, via appointment, in masks and socially distanced.

- No one will be allowed to share supplies or equipment. Technical theatre may have some 
class sets of supplies that are utilized, but they will be sanitized after each use.

- No personal items are allowed to be kept on campus (No lockers). Supplies must be brought 
to school, kept in a bag, for personal use only, and then returned home each day.

- MASKS WILL BE WORN AT ALL TIMES!

- Hand sanitizer will be located by the doors to each black box. Students must sanitize their 
hands upon entering the space.

- Students can not linger upon entering the room, they must find a socially distanced chair and 
immediately sit down. Same at the end of class, you will be expected to immediately leave 
and not linger.



Fees
- JV and Varsity Theatre = $75.00 ($30 for Fall Show, $30 for Spring Show, $15 for Department Shirt)
- Varsity Tech = $50.00 ($30 for Spring Show, $20 for Department and Tech Shirts)

- EXTRA CURRICULAR SHOW FEES:
- Musical = $50.00
- OAP = $50.00

- Renfest fee is removed.

- Texas Thespians = $50 for Virtual Convention Registration

- New Thespians to be inducted in May 2021 = $35 membership fee.

***At this point most fundraising is TBD. However, we will still have programs for our shows, either 
paper or digital. So, we will still be selling ad space and spotlight ads. And we will still have ticket sales 
for shows regardless of if they are virtual or live. 



Parent To-Do List
- You will be getting forms to sign soon! Be on the lookout for our handbook with it’s 

signature form and the LISD Travel and Approved Over the Counter Medication 
Consent Form. ( Just in case we get to travel by OAP time!)

- Be sure to check email and the Rouse Theatre Website for updates!

- Gather supplies (including masks and headphones for in person students).

- Make the decision to be in person or virtual. Let us know by filling out the Google 
Form in your Google Classroom.

- Pay Fees on the Rouse Theatre Website. www.rousetheatre.com 

- JOIN THE BOOSTER CLUB!! https://www.rousetheatre.com/become-a-member-form

- Become an LISD approved Volunteer! 
https://leander.ezcommunicator.net/edu/leander/ezcomm/VolunteerRegistration.aspx?app=0

http://www.rousetheatre.com
https://www.rousetheatre.com/become-a-member-form
https://leander.ezcommunicator.net/edu/leander/ezcomm/VolunteerRegistration.aspx?app=0


The End
It’s going to be a GREAT year!! We are excited to do 

Theatre, no matter what format it is in! Theatre doesn’t 
need a stage, it just needs people and stories.


